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FHWA and WSDOT are committed to identifying and considering

reasonable and feasible noise abatement measures in accordance with

23 CFR 772. WSDOT has incorporated several noise reduction

strategies into the project design that include 4-foot concrete traffic

barriers with noise-absorptive coating, lowering the speed limit through

the Portage Bay area from 60 mph to 45 mph, encapsulating expansion

joints on the Portage Bay Bridge, and using noise-absorptive materials

around the Montlake and 10th Avenue East/Delmar Drive East lid

portals. These strategies would reduce traffic noise in the Portage Bay

area to less than current levels. WSDOT will continue to consider other

measures to reduce traffic noise as design development progresses.

Future (2030) project-related noise levels were modeled near your

location, and sound levels would not be expected to approach or exceed

the FHWA noise abatement. Information on noise modeling results for

the Preferred Alternative can be found in Section 5.7 of the Final EIS and

the Noise Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).
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The City of Seattle has not identified the “South Portage Bay Park” as a

separate facility from Montlake Playfield, and therefore this area has not

been addressed as a distinct resource.  Regardless of what the aquatic

area to the north of the Montlake Playfield and south of SR 520 is called,

the Recreation and Ecosystems Discipline Report Addenda (Attachment

7 of the Final EIS) discuss the effects of the project on the Montlake

Playfield, and the adjacent aquatic environment.

As discussed in the response to Comment I-037-001, a number of  noise

reduction strategies have been designed into the Preferred Alternative.

As a result, the noise models of the Preferred Alternative show that

overall traffic noise from the SR 520 corridor would decrease compared

to the No Build Alternative. The Noise Discipline Report Addendum

demonstrates that fewer residential receivers around the Montlake

Playfield would exceed the NAC, compared to the No Build noise levels. 

Noise walls are not recommended for the Preferred Alternative except in

the Eastside Transition Area, and potentially along I-5 in the North

Capitol Hill area where the reasonableness and feasibility of a noise wall

is still be evaluated. Please see Section 5.7 of the Final EIS and the

Noise Discipline Report Addendum (Attachment 7 of the Final EIS) for

more detailed information.

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



I-037-003

Please see the response to Comment I-037-001.
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For the Draft EIS, SDEIS, and Final EIS, the focus of the nonmotorized

effects evaluation has been on areas directly affected by changes

proposed by the project.  The Preferred Alternative includes a new

regional path along the north side of the SR 520 floating bridge.  It also

includes improved connections between the regional trail and existing

and planned pedestrian and bicycle facilities maintained and proposed

by the City of Seattle.  The focus of the nonmotorized study in this EIS

has, therefore, been on facilities in and near the Montlake interchange

area, and near the I-5/SR 520/Roanoke Street area.

Refer to Chapter 7 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report for

additional description of the project’s affected environment, project

design elements, and project effects on nonmotorized travel in and

around the project area, including the Portage Bay community.
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The Affected Environment section of the Geology and Soils Discipline

Report (pages 15 through 39) describes the existing conditions of the

Portage Bay area consistent with the level of detail required for an

environmental impact statement.  Past construction effects from the

existing Portage Bay bridge are not evaluated for this project as part of

the Affected Environment discussion.

The existing documentation on stormwater quality discloses pollutant

loads being discharged to Portage Bay, and does not discuss siltation

and sedimentation affecting water depth to the degree described in the

comment.
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